LANERCOST PRIORY

The canons complained bitterly of the expense of enter-
taining Edward and his followers, but a few years later they
had an even more unwelcome guest in Robert de Bruce, who
encamped there with his army for three days. The final blow
from which Lanercost never recovered came in 1346 when
David II, with a Scots army drunk with victory, desecrated the
Church and plundered the Priory, even stealing the plate from
the altar. From this time Lanercost existed in an impoverished
state until the Dissolution in 1537 when it passed into the hands
of the Dacre family. Part of the monastic buildings were
turned into a mansion by the Dacres, but the nave and north
aisle of the Church remain to-day as the parish church. The
west end, with its fine lancet windows surmounted by the
statue of St. Mary Magdalen and a kneeling canon, is ap-
proached through a ruined archway across a broad stretch of
grass, shaded with sycamore trees. This setting and the well-
preserved ruins of the monastic buildings make Lanercost one
of the most picturesque of the northern abbeys.

Before the decline of Lanercost, its neighbour, Naworth
Castle, had been built in the fourteenth century by Ranulf de
Dacre, sheriff of Cumberland. Its strong fortifications came
into being as a defence against the Scots, following the raid of
Douglas in 1336. Set in an angle of the river, defended on
three sides by a deep ravine and on the fourth by a moat and
drawbridge, Naworth was one of the strongest of the Border
fortresses. The Dacre family played a great part in the his-
tory of the north; at one time their estates were confiscated
as a result of their support of the Lancastrian cause, but they
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